Unit 12 b: Country Area Studies--Mongolia

Unit 12 b: Mongolia

Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Preval ence of Tibetan Buddhismin Mongolia
Naadam cel ebrati ons--horse racing, archery, westling
Hi storical trend of Mongol nomadic |ifestyle

ldentify

Khal kha Mongol s
Naadam cel ebrati ons
Dal ai Lama

Al t an Khan

Lana

Kazakh

Gobi Desert

Realize

Rel atively high status given wonen in traditiona
Mongol i an soci ety

Sovi et and Chi nese influence on Mngolia

Shaman practice in Mngolia

Traditionally high social status accorded Mongol
wormen
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Mongolia

Popul ati on
% under 15 years

Commo
TV
Radi o
Phone
Newspaper
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy
Hospital s
Doct ors
| MR
| ncone
Literacy Rate

86

2,493, 615
38%

1:19
1:11
1:31
74: 1, 000

Mal e 64/ Fenal e 69
1:83

1: 340

42: 1, 000

$1, 200. 00 per cap
98%




Unit 12 b: Country Area Studies--Mongolia

1. Religious Groups

a. Tibetan Buddhist 94%
“Tradi ti onal Mongol s worshi pped heaven
(the *clear blue sky’) and their
ancestors, and they foll owed anci ent
northern Asian practices of shamani sm
in which human internmediaries went into
trance and spoke to and for sonme of the
nunberl ess infinities of spirits
responsi bl e for human | uck or
m sfortune.” (Unless otherw se stated,
all quotes conme fromthe Library of
Congress Country Studi es/ Area
Handbooks- - Mongol i a.)

Altan Khan

“I'n 1578 Altan Khan, a Mongol mlitary |eader with
anbitions to unite the Mongols and to enul ate the career of
Chinggis, invited the head of the rising Yell ow Sect of
Ti betan Buddhismto a summt. They fornmed an alliance that
gave Altan legitimcy and religious sanction for his inperial
pretensions and that provided the Buddhist sect with
protection and patronage.”

Dalai Lama “Altan gave the Tibetan |eader the title of
Dal ai Lama (Ocean Lama), which his successors still hold.
Altan died soon after, but in the next century the Yell ow
Sect spread throughout Mongolia, aided in part by the efforts
of contendi ng Mongol aristocrats to win religious sanction
and mass support for their ultimtely unsuccessful efforts to
unite all Mongols in a single state.”

Monks “Ti betan Buddhi smis nonastic. By the beginning
of the twentieth century, Quter Mngolia had 583 nonasteries
and tenple conpl exes, which controlled an estinated 20
percent of the country's wealth. Al nost all Mngolian cities
have grown up on the sites of nonasteries.

Monasteries were built across Mongolia, often sited at

the juncture of trade and mgration routes or at summer
pastures, where | arge nunbers of herders woul d congregate for
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shamani stic rituals and sacrifices. Buddhist nonks carried
out a protracted struggle with the indi genous shamans and
succeeded, to sone extent, in taking over their functions and
fees as healers and diviners, and in pushing the shamans to
the religious and cultural fringes of Mongolian culture.

The basi ¢ Buddhi st tenet of reincarnation was conbi ned
with the Tantric idea that buddhahood coul d be achieved
wthin a person's lifetine to produce a category of |eaders
who were considered to have achi eved buddhahood and to be the
rei ncarnations of previous |eaders. These |eaders, referred
to as incarnate or |iving buddhas, held secul ar power and
supervi sed a body of ordinary nonks, or lamas (from a Ti betan
title bla-ma, nmeaning ‘the revered one’).

The nonks were supported by the laity, who thereby
gained nerit and who received fromthe nonks instructions in
the rudinents of the faith and nonastic services in healing,
divination, and funerals.

Buddhi sm and t he Buddhi st nonkhood al ways have pl ayed
significant political roles in Central and Sout heast Asi a,
and the Buddhi st church in Mngolia was no exception. Church
and state supported each other, and the doctrine of
reincarnation made it possible for the reincarnations of
Iiving buddhas to be discovered conveniently in the famlies
of powerful Mngol nobles.”

Buddhist cultural impact “By the twentieth century,
Buddhi sm had penetrated deeply into Mongolian culture, and
the populace willingly supported the | amas and the
nmonasteries. Foreign observers had a uniformy negative
opi ni on of Mongolian nonks, condemni ng them as | azy,

i gnorant, corrupt, and debauched, but the Mongolian people
did not concur. Odinary Mngolians apparently conbined a
cynical and realistic anticlericalism sensitive to the
faults and the human fallibility of individual nonks or
groups of nonks, with a deep and unwaveri ng concern for the
transcendent val ues of the church
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Buddhi sm survi ves anong the el derly,
who pray and attend services at the Gandan
Monastery; in the speech of the people,
which is rich in Buddhi st expressions and
proverbs; and in the comon practice of
i ncludi ng statues or inmages of the Buddha on
famlies' special shelves with photographs
of relatives and other nenorabilia.”

b. Muslim 6% (Primarily in the southwest)

c. Shamanism “Studi es done anong the Buryat Mbngol s
of Siberia by Soviet ethnographers in the 1960s and the 1970s
found that elimnation of the conplex and conceptual ly
sophi sticated culture of Tibetan Buddhismhad led to a growth
of the decentralized and flexible folk practice of
shamani sm”

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

a. Mongol 85% “Mongolia's population is ethnically
qui te honogenous; about 90 percent of the popul ace speaks one
of several dialects of the Mongol |anguage. Mngol is an
Al taic | anguage, related to the Turkic | anguages, such as
Uzbek, Turkish, and Kazakh, and nore distantly to Korean and
perhaps, in the opinion of sonme linguists, to Japanese.”

Khalkha (KAHL-kah) “The Khal kha Mongols are the
| argest el ement of the popul ation. According to the 1979
census, they made up 77.5 percent of the popul ation.

The term khal kha, whi ch neans
‘shield,” has been used at | east since
the m d-sixteenth century to refer to
t he nomads of the traditional Mngol
heartl and of high steppes and nount ai ns.
They have been the nost thoroughly
pastoral of all the Mngol tribes or
subet hni ¢ groups, the nomads' nonads,
and the | east affected by foreign
i nfluences.”
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Dialects “Another 12 percent of the population in 1979
spoke a variety of western or northern Mdngol dialects, such
as Dorbet, Dzakchin, Buryat, or the southeastern Dari ganga.
Speakers of these dialects were concentrated in their
ancestral territories in far western or northwestern Mongolia
in Hovd, Wvs, and Hovsgol aynags, or along the Chinese
frontier in the southeast.

Et hni c di stinctions anong the vari ous Mongol subgroups
have been relatively mnor; they have been expressed in oral
traditions of historical conflicts anmong the groups, in such
ethni c markers as wonen's headdresses or the shapes of boots,
and in such mnor variations in pastoral technique as
pl acenment of canels' nose pegs. Apart fromimedi ate
adaptation to different environments, Mngol culture has been
relatively uniformover |arge areas, and dialect or tribal
di fferences have not becone significant political or social
I ssues.”

b. Turkic (Kazakh) (kah-zAHK) 7% “Mongolia's |argest
mnority, accounting for 5.3 percent of the population in
1979, is the Kazakh people of the Altai. The Kazakhs, who
also live in the Soviet Union's Kazakh Soviet Sociali st
Republic and in China's Xinjiang-Uygur Autononous Region, are
a pastoral, Turkic-speaking, and traditionally Mislim people
who live in Bayan-A giy Aymag in extrene western Mongoli a.
Bayan-O giy is a largely Kazakh adm nistrative unit, where
t he Kazakh | anguage is used in the primary schools and in
| ocal adm nistrative offices.

There is a fairly high I evel of
contact with the Kazakh Republic, which
provi des textbooks for the schools.
Kazakhs of the Altai traditionally have
hunted from horseback with trained
gol den eagles on their wists and
greyhounds sl ung across the saddl e--both
to be launched at gane--and pictures of
eagl e- beari ng Kazakhs are common in
Mongolian tourist literature.
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Mongol is taught as the second | anguage and Russi an as
the third in Kazakh schools, and bilingual Kazakhs appear to
participate in the Mongolian professional and bureaucratic
elite on an equal footing with Mongols. Kazakhs also make up
a disproportionate nunber of the relatively highly paid
workers in the coal mnes of north-central Mongolia; this
situation may indicate either limted opportunities in the
narrow val |l eys of Bayan-Q giy Aymag or governnent efforts to
favor a potentially restive mnority, or both.”

Cc. Tungusic (toon-GO0S-i hk) 4.6% Tungusi c-speaki ng
hunters and rei ndeer herders in the northeast.

d. Others (incl uding Chi nese and
Russian) 3.4% “Historically, the Gob
served as a barrier to |arge-scale
Chi nese settlenent in what was, before
1921, called Quter Mongolia; the
unsuitability of nost of the territory
for agriculture made southern settl enment
| ess attractive. The small Chinese
popul ation in the early 1920s consi sted
of merchants or peddlers, artisans
wor ki ng for Buddhi st nonasteries or
Mongol aristocrats, and a few narket
gardeners near U aanbaatar and the
smal | er popul ation centers of the Sel enge
region.”
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Chinese “Many of the Chinese married or forned
liaisons with Mongol wonen. Their children, who spoke Mongol
as a first | anguage, were regarded as Chinese by the rules of
patrilineal descent common to both Chinese and Mongols. In
the early 1980s, U aanbaatar was reported to have a snal
Chi nese community, which published a Chi nese-I| anguage
newspaper and whi ch | ooked to the Chinese enbassy for noral
support.

In 1983 t he Mongol i an gover nnent expel |l ed about 1, 700
Chi nese residents, who were accused of ‘preferring an idle,
parasitic way of life' to honest |abor on the state farns to
whi ch they had been assigned. At the sane time, ethnic
Chi nese who had becone naturalized citizens were reported to
be unaffected.
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Because the presence and the status of Chinese residents
in Mongolia were politically sensitive subjects, Mngolian
sources usual |y avoi ded nentioning the Chinese at all.”

Russian “The same sources frequently referred to the
Sovi et residents of Mngolia, but they always described them
as hel pful foreigners who would return to their proper hones
when their terns of service were over. Mst presumably were
not included in the Mongolian census figures. There were
smal | nunbers of descendants of Russian settlers along the
border, and the ‘national’ status of Buryat Mongols, Tuvins,
or Kazakhs who at sone point had crossed the border from
their hone territories in the Soviet Union was not clear.

Thousands of Soviet nationals
were working in Mongolia as technica
experts, advisers, and skilled
wor kers; they were a noticeable
presence in Mngolian cities in the
| ate 1980s. Erdenet, which was built
around a joint Mongolian- Sovi et
copper - nol ybdenum m ni ng and
processing conplex in the late 1970s,
had a 1987 popul ati on of 40, 000
Mongol s and 10, 000 Sovi et workers on
t hree-year contracts.

In the 1980s, an estimted 55,000 Soviet troops were
based in Mongolia, and sone of them worked on construction
projects in cities. Al though since 1920 nany Russi ans have
settled in the Tannu Tuva and Buryat Mongol regions of
Si beria across the border fromnorthern Mongolia, there has
been no Russian mgration to, and settlenent in, Mngolia.”
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3. Gender Issues

a. Traditional subordination

“Leadi ng Western schol ars agree that Mongolian wonen
traditionally have had relatively higher social positions and
greater autonony than wonen in the Islamc societies of I|nner
Asia or in China and Korea. Wnen herded and m | ked sheep,
and they routinely managed the household if w dowed or if
t heir husbands were absent to performmlitary service,
corvée | abor, or caravan work.

Mongol s valued fertility over virginity and did not
share the obsessive concern with female purity found in nuch
of Sout hwest, South, and East Asia. Wnen, however, although
not shy, remai ned subordinate to nmen and were restricted to
t he donestic sphere. It is characteristic of Mngolian
attitudes toward male and fermal e contributions that the care
of sheep--which provided Mongolians with their basic, daily
sust enance--was the responsibility of wonmen, while the care
of horses--which contributed much | ess to subsistence but
nmore to prestige, war, and sport--was the prerogative of nen.

Tradi tional Mongol s conbi ned
firmnotions of femal e subordi nation
wth a flexible attitude toward
femal e participation in male-
associ at ed tasks, and wonen
ordinarily filled in for nen when no
mal es were available for such
activities as mlking horses or even
riding themin races.

Archery contests, one of the ‘three manly sports’ (the
others are racing and westling), always included a fenale
round.
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The 1921 revol ution began efforts to bring wonmen into
public life and into the extra-donestic | abor force. The
state's constant efforts to pronote popul ation growmh al so
have led to a strong enphasis on wonen's reproductive
capacities; bearing |l arge nunbers of children has been
considered a civic duty. Possible contradictions between
wonen's productive role in the econony and their reproductive
role in the popul ati on have been gl ossed over in public
rhetoric. The tension had existed, however, and frequent
chi | dbearing, state-mandated maternity | eaves, as well as
caring for young children probably have affected the sorts of
j obs wonen hold and their commtnent to their occupational
roles.”

b. Abuse “There is increasing public discussion of
donestic viol ence, including spousal and child abuse, after
many years of government and societal denial. Although there
are no reliable or exact statistics as to the extent of such
abuse, human rights groups believe that it is a conmon
phenonenon.

The | arge econom ¢ and soci etal changes under way have
created new stresses on the famly, including | oss of jobs,
inflation, and | owered spendi ng on social and educati on
prograns. These factors, coupled with the serious problens
caused by extrenely high rates of al cohol abuse, have led to
i ncreased i nstances of abuse and abandonnent and have added
to the ranks of single-parent famlies, nost of which are
headed by wonen.

Al t hough wonen's groups are advocating new statutes to
cope with donestic violence, at present there is no known
police or governnent intervention in cases involving violence
agai nst wonen beyond prosecution under existing assault |aws
when formal charges have been filed.” (U S State Departnent
Human Ri ghts Report, 1996--Mongolia.)

c. Equality “The Constitution provides men and women
with equal rights in all spheres, and, both by |aw and
practice, wonen receive equal pay for equal work and have
equal access to education. Wnen represent about half of the
wor kf orce, and a significant nunber are the primary earners
for their famlies. Al though many wonen occupy m dl evel
positions in governnment and the professions and many are
involved in the creation and managenent of new tradi ng and
manuf act uri ng busi nesses, wonen are al nost conpl etely absent
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fromthe highest |eadership ranks of both the public and
private sectors. There is no government agency overseeing
wonen's rights, nor are there any notable efforts by the
Governnment to encourage greater representation by wonen in
pol i cymaki ng positions.”

4. Holidays/Observances

a. Naadam (11-13 July; 20-26 July)

Mongolian termreferring to
cel ebrations honoring the
Mongol i an peopl e’ s freedom year.

Hi story goes back to the
thirteenth century when Marco
Pol o descri bed a gathering of
10, 000 white horses. Mongolian
chi eftai ns conpete in horse
raci ng, archery, and westling.

b. Tsagaan Sar (zAH gahn sahr, Lunar New Year)

Cel ebration of “white nonth,” marking an inportant
time for traditional famly gatherings.

c. Other Mongolian holidays

(1) Children and Wnen’s Day (1 June)
(2) New Year’s Day (1 January)

5. Customs

a. Gestures

The pastoral nomad tradition
val ues freedom Expect
Mongolians to express a great
| ove for the environnment and
wildlife.
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Use the right hand for gestures. Pass itens with
both hands or the right (supported by the |eft under
t he el bow. )

Avoid pointing with the index finger.

In an el der’s presence, crossing | egs, yawning or
maki ng eye contact may be rude.

Ki cki ng anot her person’s foot is offensive.

b. Freedom of Religion “The Constitution provides
for the right both to worship and not to worship and
explicitly recogni zes the separation of church and state.
The Governnent generally respects these provisions in
practice.

Al t hough Mongolia has no official state religion, the
Government has contributed to the restoration of severa
Buddhi st sites inportant as religious, historical, and
cultural centers.

Al t hough under the provisions of a 1993 |law on rel ations
bet ween church and state, the CGovernnent may supervise and
limt the nunbers of both places of worship and clergy for
organi zed religions, there are no reports that it has done
so. Religious groups, however, nust register with the
M nistry of Justice. Proselytizing is allowed, although a
M nistry of Education directive bans the m xing of foreign
| anguage or other training with religious teaching or
instruction. Contacts with coreligionists outside the
country are allowed.”

c. Buddhism and the State “Since at
| east the early 1970s, one nonastery, the
Gandan Monastery, with a conmunity of 100
monks, was open in U aanbaatar. It was the
country's sol e functioning nonastery. A few
of the old nonasteries survived as nuseuns,
and the Gandan Monastery served as a living
museum and a tourist attraction.

Its nonks included a few young nen who had undergone a
five-year training period, but whose notives and node of
sel ecti on were unknown to Western observers.
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The party apparently thought that Buddhi sm no | onger
posed a challenge to its dom nance and that--because Buddhi sm
had played so large a part in the country's history,
traditional arts, and culture, total extirpation of know edge
about the religion and its practices would cut nodern Mongol s
off frommuch of their past, to the detrinent of their
national identity. A few aged forner nonks were enpl oyed to
transl ate Ti bet an-1 anguage handbooks on herbs and traditional
medi ci ne. Governnment spokesnen descri bed the nonks of the
Gandan Monastery as doi ng useful work.

Buddhi sm furthernore played a
role in Mongolia's foreign policy by
[ i nki ng Mongolia wth the comuni st and
t he noncommuni st states of East and
Sout heast Asia. U aanbaatar was the
headquarters of the Asian Buddhi st
Conference for Peace, which has held
conferences for Buddhists from such
countries as Japan, Vietnam Canbodi a,
Sri Lanka, and Bhutan; published a
journal for international circulation;
and nmai ntai ned contacts with such
groups as the Christian Peace
Conference and the Russian Ot hodox
Chur ch

It sponsored the visits of the Dalai Lama to Mongolia in
1979 and 1982. The organi zation, headed by the abbot of the
Gandan Monastery, advances the foreign policy goals of the
Mongol i an governnment, which are in accord with those of the
Sovi et Union.”

6. Resources for Further Study

a. Cross-cultural resources

Storey, Robert. Lonely Planet Travel Survival Kit--Mngolia.
Berkeley, Calif.: Lonely Planet, 1993. Al SO -915.173 S884
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The best series, by far, of readily accessable travel
guides. Don’t |eave for Mongolia wi thout this text.

b. Biography, novels, literature,
poetry

Dawson, Christopher. The Mongol M ssion: Narratives and
Letters of the Franciscan M ssionaries in Mngolia and Chi na
in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries. New York: Sheed
and Ward, 1955.

p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS6.D2

Hi story of the Mongols, by John of Plano Carpini % The
narrative of Brother Benedict the Pole %% The journey of

Wl liam of Rubruck % The letters of John of Monte
Corvino, Brother Peregrine and Andrew of Perugi a.

Heissig, Walter. The Religions of Mongolia. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1980.
p Bosun Library: General BL2370. M7 H47

D scusses Lamai sm Shamani sm and fol k religions.
I ncl udes a chronol ogi cal table and a bi bliography.

Lanb, Harold. Genghis Khan: The Enperor of all Men. Garden
City, NY: Doubl eday, 1956.
p Bosun Library: General CT10.E5 L2

Uses nyth and fact to cover the life of Genghis.
I ncl udes battle descriptions as we foll ow Khan on the
conquering of an enpire.

Marshal |, Robert. Stormfromthe East: From Genghis Khan to
Kubl ai Khan. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS19. M37 1993

A colorful historical work which reads |ike a narrative.
The book covers the start of a nation, mssionary
visits, Mongol crusaders, and the fall of an enpire.
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Onon, Urgungge. Mbngolian Heroes of the Twentieth Century.
New York: AMS Press, c1976
p Bosun Library: General CT32. M77

Cont ai ns short biographies of six nodern heroes.

I ncl udes historical, religious, and political background
for the early twentieth century and the rise of an

i ndependent Mbngol i a.

Pol o, Marco. The Travels of Marco Pol o. New York: The Mbdern
Li brary, [1926].
p Bosun Library: General G370.P7

An easy read for the student interested in this figure
and his historical journey to the court of the G eat
Khan.

Prawdi n, M chael. The Mongol Enpire: Its R se and Legacy.
Allen and Unwin, [1961, 1940].
p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS19.C4

Rachewi Itz, Igor de. Papal Envoys to the G eat Khans.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1971.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral G370.D4

A wel | -docunented little book which covers the journeys
of successive mssionaries to Mongolia and their tines
with the Khans. Includes a letter from Kublai Khan to
Pope | nnocent |V (1246).

Rossabi, Mrris. Khublai Khan: H's Life and Tines.
Berkel ey: University of California Press, c1988.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral CT11l.H2 R67 1988

A colorful easy-to-read biography of a charismatic,
intelligent, and powerful ruler.

c. News articles

Edwards, M ke. “Lord of the Mngols--CGenghis Khan.”
Nat i onal Geographic, Dec 1996, p. 2.
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Fai son, Seth. “Mngolia is Tossing Qut 75 Years of Rusty
| deas.” New York Tines, 1 Cct 1996, p. A4.

After 75 years of Communi st rule, Mongolia is
privatizing industry and initiating bold governnent
reform

“Today, nore than ever, the world we |ive in demands nor al
courage--the strength of character, mastery of fear, and the
ability to make hard deci sions under stress and pressure--the

integrity to do what is right. Mral courage is not
sonet hi ng you change into when you rise in the norning. It
is not an accessory or part of our uniform it nust be part
of the very fabric of our individual character.”
General Charles C Krul ak
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Vocabulary List: Mongolia

Altan Khan Mngol nilitary leader with ambitions to unite
the Mongols and to enul ate the career of Chinggis,
invited the head of the rising Yellow Sect of Tibetan
Buddhismto a summt. They forned an alliance that gave
Altan legitimacy and religious sanction for his inperial
pretensions and that provided the Buddhist sect with
protection and patronage.

Dalai Lama 1n the 16th century, Mngolian nilitary head
Al tan gave the Tibetan | eader the title of Dalai Lam
(Ccean Lama), which his successors still hold. Altan
di ed soon after, but in the next century the Yell ow Sect
spread t hroughout Mongolia, aided in part by the efforts
of contendi ng Mongol aristocrats to win religious
sanction and nmass support for their ultimately
unsuccessful efforts to unite all Mingols in a single
state. Lama cones froma Tibetan title bla-ma, neaning
"the revered one”.

Naadam A Mongolian termreferring both to cel ebrations
honori ng the Mongolian people’s freedom and any festival
hel d t hroughout the year. History goes back to the 13th
century when Marco Pol o described a gathering of 10, 000
white horses. Mongolian chieftains conpeted in horse
racing, archery, and westling; the “three manly ganes”
for a Mongoli an.

Tsagaan Sar (zAH gahn sahr, Lunar New Year) Mongolian
celebration of “white nonth,” marking an inportant tinme
for traditional famly gatherings.
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Review Quiz: Unit 12 b--Mongolia

Part 1--Multiple Choice: piace the
letter of the nbst correct answer in the
bl ank provi ded.

The Altan Khan used to help unite Mngolia

a. fierce horse riding warriors
b. Ti betan Buddhi sm
c. shaman magic

2. “Lama” in the Tibetan dial ect neans
a. a type of nountain goat.
b. “revered one.”
c. a type of horse riding boot.

3. The Khal kha Mongol s are
a. the “nomad’ s nomads,” the nost pastoral of all Mbngol
et hni ¢ groups.
b. heavily influenced by Soviet and Chi nese thought.
c. the smallest of the Mngol ethnic groups.

4. The biggest historical barrier for Chinese

settlenment in Mngolia was

a. runors of the fierce warrior spirit possessed by
Mongol i ans.

b. the Gobi Desert.

c. the G eat Wall.

5 The three “manly sports” of traditional Mongols

a. horse racing, darts and Soju drinking.
b. racing, archery and westling.
c. saber tossing, soccer and capture the fl ag.
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Part 2--True or False Piace a T or
an F in the bl ank provi ded.

and proverb.

Mongol culture is relatively uniformover |arge
areas of the country.

Tradi ti onal Mongolian society bestows a relatively
hi gh status upon wonen.

Naadam cel ebrati ons in Mongolia honor both freedom
and festivals throughout the year.

Current Mongolia has no official state religion,

t hough the restoration of H ndu shrines sees it as
an inportant religious expression.
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